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he 

Korona 
St. Mary’s Council 11961 

Website: www.council11961.org  

 

                           SEPTEMBER 2026 

              Grand Knight Message 
          
       

Inservice to one. In service to all 
  
 

I could not be happier as to the 

turnout for the dinner dance for the Monastery! Just 

great food, great ticket sales and great work by our 

Knights and of course Tony and his crew. Big thanks to 

Brother Ken, Brother Cris and Brother Fred organizing 

the whole dinner for us. All the brothers that chipped in 

to make sure everything went as planned. All those 

brothers that did the cooking, serving and cleanup.  

This is how great events happen. Everyone helping out 

and volunteering when needed. More events will be 

happening and I hope the response will be the same. 

We got some good news that we will be participating in 

Coats for Kids again this year. We also have our Golf 

tournament set for November. 

We still need to get new members for our council. We 

need to make sure we are following up on any interested 

members that know of any possible candidates. I would 

like to see a table before and after our first Sunday 

masses outside talking to potential candidates. 

 

 

I am looking forward to a great 

attendance at our monthly meeting so everyone can stay 

informed as to what is happening each month in our 

council. Come to meetings and be informed. 

I saw this quote and I thought it was worth passing on: 

Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, the Order’s 

supreme chaplain, said of Father McGivney: “One of the 

main reasons he founded the Knights of Columbus was 

to strengthen the men of his parish in the faith of the 

Church, to ensure that the core of their existence was 

touched and transformed by the powerful presence of 

Christ.” 

He still watches over his Knights and all those who call 

upon him in faith. 

Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us 

Vivat Jesus, 

Joe Marotti GK 
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Chaplain’s Message 
 

Dear Brother Knights, 

 

On August 13, the Church celebrates the 

memorial of Blessed Michael McGivney, 

the founder of the Knights of Columbus. 

It is a fitting opportunity not only to 

remember his life, but also to ask 

ourselves a simple question: What made 

Father McGivney the man he was? 

We often think first about what he accomplished. He 

founded the Knights of Columbus, and through his vision 

millions of Catholic men have been united in faith and 

charity. But before he was a founder, he was a priest—a man 

who belonged to Jesus. 

 

Everything else flowed from that. 

When Father McGivney looked at the struggles of the 

families entrusted to his care, he did not begin with a grand 

plan. He began by loving the people before him. He listened. 

He prayed. He served. Then he took the next faithful step. 

That is often how God works. 

 

We sometimes imagine that God asks us to do extraordinary 

things. More often, He simply asks us to be faithful where 

we are. One conversation. One act of kindness. One family 

in need. One opportunity to encourage a brother Knight. One 

more moment spent with Jesus in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

As members of a Council that gathers at our Carmelite 

Monastery, we are constantly reminded that every work of 

charity begins in prayer. Before our hands can serve, our 

hearts must first remain close to Jesus. Otherwise, even good 

works can become just another activity. But when they 

spring from a friendship with Jesus, they become a witness 

to His love. 

 

This month, let us honor Blessed Michael McGivney not 

only by remembering him, but by imitating him. Let each of 

us ask Jesus: 

"What is the next faithful step You are asking me to take?" 

 

We may not change the whole world, but God has never 

asked us to do that. He asks us to be faithful today. And 

when ordinary men respond to His grace with generous 

hearts, He can accomplish far more through them than they 

could ever imagine. 

 

May Blessed Michael McGivney pray for each of us and for 

our Council, that together we may continue to be men of 

prayer, charity, and faithful service. 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Fr Robert M. Marciniak OCD 
 
 

 
 
 

Supreme Chaplain’s Challenge (September2026) 
A monthly reflection and practical challenge from Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori 

 

“Then Peter approaching asked him, 
“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how 
often must I forgive him? As many as 
seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to 
you, not seven times but seventy-seven 
times.” (Gospel for Sept. 13, Mt 18:21-
22) 
 
To forgive others can be very difficult at 
times, especially when someone 

repeatedly offends us. Jesus tells us there is no magic number 
that limits our obligation — our desire to forgive and show 
mercy to others must be boundless, just as God’s mercy 
toward us is infinite. We pray in the Our Father, “Forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 

Our very salvation depends on our willingness to forgive, for 
God will forgive us in the measure that we forgive others (cf. 
Mt 6:14-15).). 
 

This month, I challenge you to make a list of the people in your 
life — past and present — whom you find or have found 
difficult to forgive, and to sincerely pray for them each day 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
 

Are there people in your life whom you find difficult to 
forgive for past offenses? Do you sometimes find yourself 
saying the words “I forgive you,” but holding on to the hurt 
like a grudge? What steps can you take to move to true 
forgiveness??
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District Deputy – Greg Gully 
 
Brother Knights, 

District 17: One Team, One Mission 
Worthy Officers, Brothers, and Friends, 
As we step into September, we enter one 
of the most vital seasons of our fraternal 
year. Summer schedules are winding 
down, families are re-establishing 

routines, and our councils have a prime opportunity to hit the 
ground running with fresh energy, purpose, and momentum. 
This month, my message to every council in District 17 is centered 
on two vital priorities that go hand in hand: unity across our district 
and the growth of our membership. 
Unity Across District 17 

No council is an island. The true strength of District 17 lies in our 
willingness to stand together, share ideas, and support one 
another’s efforts. When one council hosts an event, plans a 
charitable project, or holds a degree ceremony, every council in 
our district should look for ways to participate or assist; 
Cross-Council Collaboration: Reach out to neighboring grand 
knights and officers. Combine forces for larger community 
projects, joint social gatherings, or shared recruitment drives. 
Shared Wisdom: If your council excels in a specific program, 
mentor a sister council. If your council is facing a challenge, don't 
hesitate to ask for help. We succeed together. 
 

 
Membership: Our Life Blood 
Growth is not just a strategic goal; it is the key to ensuring our 
mission endures. Every new member brings new ideas, fresh 
energy, and expanded capacity to serve our parishes and local 
communities. 
fellow parishioner who would make an excellent Knight. A 
personal invitation remains the most effective form of 
recruitment. Make the Invitation: Most men have never joined 
simply because no one personally asked them. Take time after 
masses, community events, or social gatherings to share what our 
fraternity means to you and invite them to join our ranks. 
 Focus on Retention & Engagement: Growth isn't only about 
recruiting new members—it's about engaging the ones we already 
have. Reach out to brothers who haven't attended a meeting 
recently. Ensure every member feels valued and has a meaningful 
role to play. 
Moving Forward Together 

Let September be the month where District 17 sets the standard 
for teamwork and fraternal pride. When we align our efforts and 
actively build our membership, there is no limit to the positive 
impact we can make in our parishes and communities. 
Thank you for your dedicated leadership, your hard work, and your 
commitment to our shared principles. Let’s make this month our 
strongest yet! 
Fraternally and in Service, 
Greg Gully,District Deputy, District 17 

 
Field Agent – Larry Kennedy 

“September Message” 
 

September Council Message for Agents 
Is there a gap between the insurance 
coverage you have and the insurance 
coverage you need? 
Maybe you wonder about this every once in a 
while, before putting it out of mind. Or maybe 

you don’t think about it all. But September is Life Insurance 
Awareness Month, so I think it’s important to bring this 
question up now. 
According to the most recent Insurance Study performed by the 
Life Insurance Marketing and Research Association (“LIMRA”), 
40 percent of American adults say they need life insurance or 
need to obtain more life insurance coverage.* 
That’s a lot of people wondering, “What if?” What if you need 
more? What if you’re not prepared for the unexpected? 
Let’s explore some situations in which you might need to fill an 
insurance gap: 
Young adults. If you’re getting group coverage through your 
employer, consider what will happen if your job situation 
changes. That coverage is not likely to follow you. The good 
news is, buying your own life insurance is generally more 
affordable the younger you are, so don’t miss the opportunity 
to lock in coverage now. 
Those with accrued debt. Life insurance can help ensure money 
is available to pay off any debts, such as student loans or a 
mortgage, without forcing your loved ones to sell assets or 
inherit a financial obligation. 

Those who are married. Many married couples share financial 
responsibilities. If one spouse dies, the other could struggle to 
cover those expenses alone. Life insurance can help provide 
security for the unknown. 
Those with children. Life insurance helps protect children in case 
of tragedy. It ensures they would be able to maintain their 
standard of living, stay in their home, help cover childcare or 
schooling and eventually go to a secondary education option, if 
desired. Small business owners. You built your business — now 
protect it. Life insurance can help with estate planning, final 
expenses and ensuring your business would operate if the 
unexpected happens. 
There are many reasons why you may need life insurance 
protection, and I’m here to help you find the coverage that 
matches your needs. 
Don’t wait — ensuring you and your family are protected can be 
quicker and easier than you may imagine. 
 
Set up time to meet with me and we will start the process 
together. 
 
Thank you! 
 
* 2025 Insurance Barometer Study, LIMRA 

 
For more information contact: 
Larry Kennedy, FICF, MDRT 
407-579-9888                
lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org  

mailto:lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org
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Council 11961 Officers 
2026-2027 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Council 11961 Chaplain & Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. James 2:17 

Program Director 
Chris Grecek 

jcgrecek@gmail.com 

Life Director 
Mike Gossman 

Gossmanmike@gmail.com 

Family Director 
Darren Molony 

dmolony@proton.me 

Community Director 
Chris Grecek 

cgrecek40@gmail.com 

Faith Director 
Paul Vicario 

pvcrosscap@comcast.net 

Chaplain 
Fr. Robert Marciniak 

 
Grand Knight 
Joe Marotti 

Financial Sec. 
Mike Gossman 

Deputy GK 
Chris Grecek 

 

Chancellor 
Nestor Ramos 

Recorder 
Darren Molony 

Treasurer 
John Thomas 

Advocate 
Phil Lajeunesse 

Inside Guard 
Paul Vicario 

Outside Guard 
Tony Flynn 

1 Year Trustee 
Joe Jurec 

2 Year Trustee 
Dr Jim St John  

3 Year Trustee 
John Picucci 

Lecturer 
Dr. Jim St. John 

Warden 
Deacon John 
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September 15th The Feast day of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The seven sorrows of Mary correspond to seven 
different events in her life: the prophecy of 
Simeon at the Presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple, when he told her that her heart would 
be pierced by a sword; the flight into Egypt, 
escaping Herod’s decree to kill all the baby boys 
in Bethlehem; when she lost her child for three 
days in Jerusalem; when she met Jesus on his way 
to CSupreme Knight Patrick Kelly delivered his 
annual report during the 144th Supreme 
Convention during the Opening Business 
Session.alvary; when she stood at the foot of His 
cross; when He was taken from the cross; and 
when He was buried.  
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Help raise funds for the Monastery. Below is the sponsor sheet for our Tournament. Print the page and talk it up with 
people you do business with. You will be surprised how generous they are. 
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As the 144th Supreme Convention began this week in Denver, the Knights received a special video greeting from His 
Holiness Pope Leo XIV. Click on watch video or copy and paste the link below to hear his message. 
https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/events/supreme-conventions/2026/pope-leo-message 

WATCH VIDEO 
 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly delivered his annual report during the 
 144th Supreme Convention during the Opening Business Session. 

 

https://www.kofc.org/get-involved/events/supreme-conventions/2026/pope-leo-message/
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Life Director, Michael Gossman , has been leading our Council in this “Pray 

for Life” at every meeting. Please take time to pray for life more often.  

 
Pope St. John Paul II’s Prayer for life

O Mary, right dawn of the new world, 
Mother of the living, to you do we 
entrust the cause of life. Look down, O 
Mother, upon the vast numbers of 
babies not allowed to be born, of the 
poor whose lives are made difficult, of 
men and women who are victims of 
brutal violence, of the elderly and the 
sick killed by indifference or out of 
misguided mercy. Grant that all who 
believe in your Son may proclaim the 
Gospel of life with  
 
 

honesty and love to the people of our 
time. Obtain for them the grace 
to accept that Gospel as a gift ever 
new, the joy of celebrating it with 
gratitude throughout their lives and 
the courage to bear witness to it 
resolutely, in order to build, 
together with all people of good will, 
the civilization of truth and love, to 
the praise and glory of God, the 
Creator and lover of life. 
Evangelium Vitae, The Gospel of Life, 
105 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Along with the Family Breakfast, DGK Chris Grecek announced our next Blood 

Drive will be on September 6th. Hopefully, we will continue our record of over 10 

per drive. Thanks to all who have donated. 

The Sacred Heart Icon is coming back to our council in August! 

On Friday, August 28th right after the 8:30am Mass, there will a brief talk on the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in our homes. By doing so, families recognize Christ's 

role in their lives and give the image of the Sacred Heart a place of honor in the home. 
We will then proceed to the Gardens for a Special Blessing of the Sacred Heart Statue 
in it's new location. We will then recite the Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We hope 
to see many of you there! 
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September 2026 ST. MARY’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 11961 – KORONA, FLORIDA Page 10 of 13 

 

 

Family of the Month 
 

Family of the Month belongs to Esteban Gomez and his wife Luisa, pictured with oldest daughter Camila, Liliana, and son Mateo. 
Also pictured are Deacon John on the left and Father Robert on the right. 

 
 

September 2026 
 
Thur Sept 3, 2026 
Sun Sept 6, 2026 
 
Tues Sept 15, 2026 
Thur Sept 25, 2026 
 
 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
10:00am – 11:00am 
08:00am- 01:00pm 
4:30pm – 6:30pm 
6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

Business Meeting at the Pavilion 
K of C Mass at St Joseph Monastery 
Blood Drive St. Joseph Monastery 
Assem. 2810 Meeting (SMdM Parish Hall) 
Officers Meeting at the Pavilion 
 

 
October 2026 
Thur Oct 1, 2026 
Sun Oct 4, 2026 
 
Tues Oct 20, 2026 
Thur Oct 29, 2026 

6:00pm-7:00pm 
10:00am – 11;00am 
08:00am-1:00pm 
4:30pm – 6:30pm 
6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Business Meeting at the Pavillion 
K of C Mass St. Joseph Monastery 
Blood Drive – St. Joseph Monastery 
Assembly 2810 Meeting (SMdM Parish Hall) 
Officers Meeting at the Pavilion 

 
 

September Birthdays 
 

 Nelson Almeida  09-07 
Michael Grossman  09-12   

 James David Norris 09-16 
 Dr. James St John  09-16 
 Thomas Conway  09-30 

 e

300 CLUB WINNERS 
 AUGUST $50 Winners 

 
Dr. James St John 
Melissa Gossman 

Linda Thomas 
Brian Selover 
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St Joseph Carmelite Monastery – Hawaiian Dinner Dance 
 

On Saturday evening the Monastery held its annual Dinner Dance. This time the proceeds 
went towards the construction of St Joseph’s Social Hall. The event was attended by 

approximately 175 guests. Many hands made this event successful. The room preparation and 
re-arrangement was managed by the Monastery Faithful, the Polish Community, the 

Portuguese Community and Fathers Robert and Gregory.  
The dinner menu, consisting of pork, chicken, coleslaw, baked beans,rolls and rice, was 

prepared for by the Knights of Columbus Council 11961. There were 46 baskets donated for 
raffle, and 7 items for the silent auction. Of special note is Brothers Patrick’s beautiful needle 

point of the Madonna which fetched $1,000.00.  
All in all, with everyone working together, we were able to raise $11,000.00 towards the 

construction of the social hall. Thankyou all for your hard work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
September 2026 ST. MARY’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 11961 – KORONA, FLORIDA Page 12 of 13 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the 

Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 
 

If you know of any Brother or family member 
in distress, please notify one of the council officers. 

 
 

pray for those on our Sick List 
 

MARY, QUEEN OF THE KNIGHTS 
intercede to Jesus for those in need of his healing. 

 
Nacci Family, Eric Bonilla, Mel Young, Nestor Ramos, Joe and Joan Beck, Enzo Pistritto 

Bob Stearns and son, Peter Capozzi, Judd McNally, Nigel Powell and daughter Megan Cuna 
Joe Rios Family, Dr. Joe Moore, Joe Pimentel, PDD Kevin Ryan’s son Shane, Glenn Shaw, Ron Kiceina 

Tom Flemming, Dave Norris, Brother Patrick, Joe Leahy, David Bailey 
 
Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You. Hear us for Your sick 
servant for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy, that being to bodily health, he (she) may give 
thanks to You in Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Prayer for the Healing of Loved Ones 
Almighty God, look with mercy and kindness on our loved ones who are sick, especially those 
listed here. Grant them good health. Send your holy Angels to watch over them. Protect them 
from danger, and keep them safe from lasting injury or harm. May the life-giving grace of Your 
Divine Son relieve their suffering and bring them to a full recovery. Embrace them with Your 
constant love, and with the power of Christ’s healing presence, that Your bountiful goodness 
may be their source of comfort, strength and joy.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Faithful Departed 
O Loving Father, Source of all life, please accompany Your servants, listed here, from this earth, 
to the Kingdom of heavenly peace, rest and eternal life that You have prepared for us.  Forgive 
any sins that have been committed, and welcome these departed souls into the joyful embrace 
of Your never-ending love.  Amen

 
Pray for our Deceased Brothers 

 
Let us remember and pray for our Brothers that are no 
longer with us, Norman Mugford, Paul Przybysz, 
Richard Rentz, Gus Simms, Mel Vevera, Rev. Francis 
Zammit and also our former District Deputy Paul 
Gloekler, and our founder Hank Kesselring. May our 
Lord welcome them home. 
 
 

 
 
Pray for Vocations 
 
    “The way Jesus shows you is not easy. Rather, it is like a path winding up a mountain. 
     Do not lose heart! The steeper the road, the faster it rises towards ever wider horizons.” 

St. John Paul II 
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The 

Korona 
St. Mary’s Council 11961 

Website: www.council11961.org  
 

August 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity 

Unity 

Fraternity 

Offer a Catholic gentleman the 
GIFT of becoming a Knight. 

Please use the e-membership 

function on KOFC.ORG/JOINUS 
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