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The 

Korona 
St. Mary’s Council 11961 

Website: www.council11961.org  

 

                                                    MAY 2026 

           Grand Knight Message 
          
         In service to one. In service to all 
  
 

 

 

"Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son?" 

Matthew 13:54-55  

Although most of us think of May as the month of 

Mary because of her “May crowning,” May begins 

with a feast day for St. Joseph on May 1st.  

Joseph the worker, Joseph the carpenter, Joseph 

the foster-father of Jesus who taught him his 

trade. St. Joseph is a role model for all fathers 

and for all workers and so is a perfect role model 

for all Knights of Columbus. May we always keep 

St. Joseph in our hearts as we serve our families, 

our Church, and our community. 

Our next Knights of Columbus Mass will be 

on Sunday, May 3rd at 10 am. Please join us, 

along with your wife and family members, for 

this special Mass.  

As I stated last month, I will spotlight and thank 

brothers who have made an impact on me and on 

our council in my last couple of newsletters. 

This month I would like to recognize Paul 

Przybysz. Paul and I became friends on the 

serving line for the council fish fry about 5 years 

ago. We hit it off right away and looked forward 

to working together no matter what the event.  

Blessed Mother – Artist – Cosmo Sampietro    
(John Picucci Great Grandfather) 

We served at St. Mary’s 4 pm Mass – he as lector 

par excellence and me as greeter and usher. We 

worked at almost all of the early Hot Smokin’ 

Knights events and, my favorite was sharing the 

Into the Breach program with Paul and 4 other 

brothers. But then Paul participated in 

everything he could with the Knights. He was 

also a 4th degree Knight of Assembly 2810 and a 

color corps member – another thing we served in 

together. He was a quiet man for the most part, 

but he loved to laugh and no one enjoyed being 

with his brother Knights more. Paul exemplified 

all of the ideals of our Order and did it with a 

smile. I admired his love of Christ and his 

devotion to our faith – he was a role model of the 

patient, prayerful man. Interestingly, his wife 

Patty said that Paul wasn’t much of a “joiner” up 

in Buffalo, but when he joined the Knights of 

Columbus here, we became like a family for him. 

Paul gave his heart and soul to the Knights and 

with his passing our council will never be the 

same for many of us – especially me. Go Bills! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Darren 

 

 

Charity 

Unity 

Fraternity 

about:blank
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Dear Brother Knights, 

We are still within the Octave of 

Easter—one single day stretched 

across eight, as if the Church is 

insisting that this mystery is too 

great to be contained in just one 

moment.  

It is a reminder that the 

Resurrection is not a fleeting event, but a reality to 

be lived, day by day, in our hearts and in our lives. 

The Resurrection is not only something that 

happened to Christ.  

It is something that begins to happen in the life of 

anyone who allows Him to draw near. 

The Gospel accounts show us this quietly but 

powerfully.  

The Risen Jesus does not appear with overwhelming 

force or majesty.  

He comes softly, stands among His disciples, shows 

His wounds, and greets them: “Peace be with you.” 

Notice this carefully—He does not return without 

His wounds. He rises with them.  

This tells us something profound: nothing offered to 

Christ is ever lost.  

No sacrifice, no hidden fidelity, no act of love, no 

quiet suffering—even the burdens we carry in 

silence—can be separated from His victory. All of it 

can be taken up into His Resurrection. 

As Knights, you live a vocation that is concrete, 

practical, and often demanding.  

Your service—to the Church, your families, those in 

need—can be unseen, sometimes exhausting, 

occasionally misunderstood.  

Yet, in the light of Easter, all of this takes on a new 

dimension.  

Your charity becomes participation in His love.  

Your fidelity is not merely duty, but a sharing in His 

faithfulness.  

Your brotherhood reflects the communion He brings. 

And that greeting, “Peace be with you” it is 

remarkable.  

It is not the absence of problems.  

The doors are still locked. The world outside has not 

changed.  

Yet something has shifted within the disciples.  

His presence creates a space where fear, uncertainty, 

and doubt no longer have the last word.  

Perhaps this is part of the mission entrusted to you as 

Knights:  

to carry Christ’s presence into ordinary places—into 

your homes, your neighborhoods—so that others 

may sense that quiet, steady peace. 

Not a loud witness, but a faithful one.  

Not a perfect life, but a life lived in fidelity to Him.  

The Resurrection does not begin in extraordinary 

moments.  

It begins in hearts that remain near Christ.  

And from that closeness, everything else—charity, 

courage, fraternity—naturally grows and gradually 

becomes able to change the world around us. 

Christ is risen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chaplain’s Message 
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Supreme Chaplain’s Challenge (May 2026) 
A monthly reflection and practical challenge from Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori 

 
[Jesus] said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you.” (Gospel for May 24, Jn 
20:21) 
 
Jesus sends us into the world, just as the 
Father sent him. Jesus had a sacred, 
divine mission — to proclaim the Good 
News of salvation and build the kingdom 
of God — and we are commissioned to 

do likewise. As his faithful disciples, we continue his saving 
mission on earth, consistent with our state of life. We are 
not just “receivers” of the Gospel; our mission is to bear 
witness to the Good News in word and action, living the 
Gospel through our example and outreach to others.. 

This month, I challenge you to take a few minutes each 
morning and prayerfully ask Jesus how you can use your 
gifts for his mission, and set one clear, specific resolution 
(large or small) for what you will do on that particular day. 
 
Questions for Reflection: 
 
•  How seriously do you take this mission that Christ 

has given you? What specifically has Jesus sent you 
into the world to do? How can you better live out this 
mission in the workplace, in your family life, and 
through your participation in the Knights of 
Columbus?

 

 
 
 

District Deputy Message 
Brothers, 
We have just come through the most 
powerful and sacred season of the 
Church year—the Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Easter is not just a day. It is a victory. It is 

the victory. 
The tomb is empty. Death is defeated. Hope is alive. 
But here is the question for us, as Knights: 
What does the Resurrection change in us? 
Because Easter is not meant to be remembered—it is 
meant to be lived. 
The same power that rolled away the stone is the 
power we are called to carry into our families, our 
parishes, and our councils. We are not just men who 
wear the name Knight—we are men sent on mission. 
After the Resurrection, Christ did not stay in the tomb. 
And He did not tell His apostles to stay in the upper 
room. He sent them out. 
And He sends us out too. 
As Knights of Columbus, we are called to be visible 
signs of that Resurrection: 

• In our charity, when we serve those in need 
• In our unity, when we stand together as 
brothers 
• In our fraternity, when no Knight stands alone 
• And in our patriotism, when we stand for what 
is right 

But brothers, let me be clear—Easter joy is not 
passive. It is active. 
It means inviting that man you’ve been thinking 
about to join our Order. It means stepping up 
when your parish needs help. It means being 
bold in your faith in a world that often wants us 
to be silent. 
The Resurrection was not quiet. The stone 
rolled. The earth shook. The guards fled. 
Our faith should move people too. 
So as we begin this Easter season, I challenge 
every Brother here: 
Bring one new man into the Order. Just one. If 
every Brother does that, we grow not just in 
numbers—but in strength, in faith, and in 
impact. 
Brothers, the world needs what we have. Strong 
Catholic men, living their faith without apology. 
Let us not leave Easter in the past. 
Let us carry it forward—into every meeting, 
every act of charity, every invitation, and every 
moment of our lives. 
Because we are Easter men. 
And an Easter man does not live in fear—he lives 
in victory. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
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Field Agent – Larry Kennedy 
“Financial Goals” 

 

Each of us is in a different phase of life. Some 
of us are younger, some of us are older. 
Perhaps you’ve spent a considerable amount 
of time planning for your financial future. Or, 
if you’re like many people, you’re not quite 
sure where to start. 
Knights of Columbus, along with its wholly 

owned investment subsidiary, Knights of Columbus Asset 
Advisors, can help you navigate life’s financial journey with 
insurance solutions to protect what matters most and 
investment options to help you plan for your future. 
Let’s start with a few basics. 
You’ll first want to ensure you’re protected in case of the 
unexpected. Knights of Columbus life insurance can help 
give you peace of mind whether you have a growing family 
or simply want protection for years to come. It’s important 
not to assume that coverage through a current employer is 
sufficient — what happens if you can no longer work, 
switch jobs, or retire? Make sure to have a life insurance 
plan in place to meet your future needs. 
As you start to lay your financial foundation, it is essential 
to start preparing for retirement. The Knights of Columbus 
can offer you reliable annuity options to provide 
guaranteed retirement income. 
 

Additionally, through our affiliate Knights of Columbus 
Asset Advisors, you can start your personalized investment 
journey — in alignment with Catholic guidelines — to help 
you reach your retirement goals. 
Last but certainly not least — it is essential to ensure you 
and your loved ones have the living benefits you need in 
place. Have you considered disability income insurance or 
long-term care insurance from Knights of Columbus? 
Starting the process of exploring your insurance and 
financial security goals may feel daunting. But as your 
agent, I’m here to help. Let’s set up time to talk to ensure 
you are on the right path to protecting your family, 
preparing for retirement, and ultimately ensuring your 
financial well-being. 
Thank you! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Larry Kennedy 
 

 Insurance products offered through Knights of Columbus, 1 
Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 

 
 

For more information contact: 
Larry Kennedy, FICF, MDRT 
407-579-9888                
lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org  

 
 
 

Council 11961 Officers 
 2025-2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. James 2:17 

 Grand Knight 
Darren Molony 

Financial Sec. 
Mike Gossman 

Deputy GK 
John Picucci 

Chancellor 
Chris Grecek 

Recorder 
Darren Molony 

Treasurer 
John Thomas 

Advocate 
Phil Lajeunesse 

Inside Guard 
Joe Beck 

Outside Guard 
Tony Flynn 

1 Year Trustee 
Ron Kiceina 

2 Year Trustee 
Joe Jurec 

3 Year Trustee 
Dr. Jim St. John 

Lecturer 
Dr. Jim St. John 

Warden 
Bob Stearns 

mailto:lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org
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Council 11961 Chaplain & Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Proposed Slate of Officers 

2026-2027 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Program Director 
John Picucci 

johnpicucci@yahoo.com 

Life Director 
Mike Gossman 

Gossmanmike@gmail.com 

Family Director 
Darren Molony 

dmolony@proton.me 

Community Director 
Chris Grecek 

cgrecek40@gmail.com 

Faith Director 
Paul Vicario 

pvcrosscap@comcast.net 

Chaplain 
Fr. Robert Marciniak 

Pavilion Progress 
Work had been suspended during Lent 
and Easter. On the weekend 4/11-4/12 
the new doors were installed. What a 
difference, they look great. 
Brother Marotti has worked on getting 
bids for the installation of sheet rock for 
walls and ceiling. And bids for the 
electrical work.   

 
Grand Knight 
Joe Marotti 

Financial Sec. 
Mike Gossman 

Deputy GK 
Chris Grecek 

 

Chancellor 
Nestor Ramos 

Recorder 
Darren Molony 

Treasurer 
John Thomas 

Advocate 
Phil Lajeunesse 

Inside Guard 
Paul Vicario 

Outside Guard 
Tony Flynn 

1 Year Trustee 
Joe Jurec 

2 Year Trustee 
Dr Jim St John  

3 Year Trustee 
John Picucci 

Lecturer 
Dr. Jim St. John 

Warden 
Deacon John 

It appears that the generosity of 
the Shaw Family will be more than 
sufficient to pay for the supplies 
and labor of the entire project.  
What we now need is to know 
when the Pavilion will be available 
for workers to put up sheet rock, 
install wiring, then we will need 
volunteers to paint etc… 
Th 
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Justino Moreno, our Seminarian 

Will be ordained May 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR JUSTINO MORENO 
O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear our humble prayers on behalf of your priest, Father Justino. Give him a 

deep faith, a bright and firm hope, and a burning love which will ever increase in the course of his priestly life. 

In his loneliness, comfort him; in his sorrow, strengthen him; in his frustration, point out to him that it is 

through suffering that the soul is purified. Show him that he is needed by the Church, he is needed by souls, he 

is needed for the work of redemption. 

O loving Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Priests, take to your heart your son who is close to you because of his 

priestly ordination, and because of the power which he has received to carry on the work of Christ in a world 

which needs him so much. Be his comfort, be his joy, be his strength, and especially help him to live and to 

defend the ideal of consecrated celibacy. 

Amen. 

 

In the quiet moments of our day, we are called to lift up those who dedicate their lives to 
serving God and His people. Priests carry the sacred responsibility of guiding souls, 
celebrating the sacraments, and bringing the light of Christ into every heart they touch. Their 
ministry is a profound gift, yet it is often accompanied by challenges, weariness, and the 
weight of spiritual responsibilities that few fully understand. In our prayers, we have the 
privilege of supporting them, offering spiritual strength, encouragement, and divine grace.

https://apis.mail.yahoo.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-qoo71jRLlPjSEDya0tmEtyobhrMBMfLmDZp6LmrqH9AkdgcujfU9QovjNP8l5R-UOstHGQ2SvOzuBlPC52QM-g/messages/@.id==AABvicWpLDHhi6HRFDb2AuQkus3/content/parts/@.id==2/thumbnail?appid=YMailNorrin&downloadWhenThumbnailFails=true&pid=2
https://apis.mail.yahoo.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-qoo71jRLlPjSEDya0tmEtyobhrMBMfLmDZp6LmrqH9AkdgcujfU9QovjNP8l5R-UOstHGQ2SvOzuBlPC52QM-g/messages/@.id==AABvicWpLDHhi6HRFDb2AuQkus3/content/parts/@.id==2/thumbnail?appid=YMailNorrin&downloadWhenThumbnailFails=true&pid=2
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The Fish Frys during Lent were 
a success as usual. It is a 
tribute to our Council, that so 
many of our Brothers 
volunteered to show up for 
work and totally enjoyed the 
event and each other. 
Directed by Brothers Chris 
and Don, we served over 400 
guests. 
  

We were able to donate 
$525 to St Gerard’s 
Campus and $1,000 to 
the Monastery building 
fund.  
Chris and Don send a 
special thanks to all who 
contributed their time 
and effort to make this a 
success. 

Lenten Fish Fry 
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the NIGHT OF 
 THE MONTH 

Soccer Challenges,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 2026 
 
Sun May 3, 2026 
 
Thur. May 7, 2026 
Sun May 10, 2026 
Tues May 19, 2026 
Mon May 25, 2026 
Thur May 28, 2026 

10:00am – 11;00am 
:800am – 0:00pm 
6:00pm – 7:00pm 
All Day 
4:30pm – 6:30pm 
All Day 
6:00pm – 7:00pm 

K of C Mass St. Joseph Monastery 
Blood Drive St. Joseph Monastery 
Business Meeting at the Pavilion 
Mother’s Day 
Assembly 2810 Meeting (SMdM Parish Hall) 
Memorial Day 
Officers Meeting at the Pavilion 

 
 
June 2026 
 
Thur June 4, 2026 
Sun June 7, 2026 
Tues June 16, 2026 
Sun June 21, 2026 
Thur June 25, 2026 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 
10:00am – 11;00am 
4:30pm – 6:30pm 
All Day 
6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Business Meeting at the Pavilion 
K of C Mass St Joseph Monastery 
Assembly 2810 Meeting (SMdM Parish 
Hall) 
Father’s Day 
Officers Meeting at the Pavilion 

 
 
 

January Knight of the 

Month is awarded to 

Don Worthington for 

his co-managing all six 

Lenten fish fry Fridays. 

Don was on site from 

start to finish, checking 

the oil temp, assigning 

tasks and ensuring 

everything went well.  

To the right Brother 

Don is handing Father 

Robert a check for 

$1,000, the proceeds 

from the last Fish Fry. 

 Don Worthington 

 
Darren Molony 
GK 

      Father Robert 

To the right is Brother Tony Flynn, receiving 

a 50 year pin for years of continuous 

membership in the Knights. Actually Brother 

Tony has been a Knight for 62 years, but as GK 

Darren stated, there isn’t a 62 year pin. 

After all that time, Tony has not lost any 

enthusiasm. You will see him at all Fish Frys, 

soccer challenges, Special Olympics event, 

BBQ, well you get the idea, you can always 

count on support from Tony. 
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May Birthdays 
 

Peyton Phillips 05-03 
Melvin Young  05=03 
Eric Bonilla  05-18 
Joseph Beck  05-27 
Sean Hall  05-29 
Anbtonia Misztal 05-30 

 
 
 
 

300 CLUB WINNERS 
March $50 Winners 

#24 Margi Geueke 
#7 Margaret Powell 

#288 Pattie Shaw 
#96 Mary St John 

 
 
 

 
 
 

pray for those on our Sick List 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Father’s Monthly Prayer Intention 

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the 
Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 
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If you know of any Br 

other or family member 
in distress, please notify one of the council officers. 

 
MARY, QUEEN OF THE KNIGHTS 

intercede to Jesus for those in need of his healing. 
 

Nacci Family, Eric Bonilla, Mel Young, Nestor Ramos, Joe and Joan Beck, Enzo Pistrino 
Bob Stearns and son, Peter Capozzi, Judd McNally, Nigel Powell and daughter Megan Cuna 

Joe Rios Family, Dr. Joe Moore, Joe Pimentel, PDD Kevin Ryan’s son Shane, Glenn Shaw, Ron Kiceina 
Tom Flemming, Dave Norris, Brother Patrick 

 
Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You. Hear us for Your sick 
servant for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy, that being restored to bodily health, he (she) may 
give thanks to You in Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 
Prayer for the Healing of Loved Ones 
Almighty God, look with mercy and kindness on our loved ones who are sick, especially those 
listed here. Grant them good health. Send your holy Angels to watch over them. Protect them 
from danger, and keep them safe from lasting injury or harm. May the life-giving grace of Your 
Divine Son relieve their suffering and bring them to a full recovery. Embrace them with Your 
constant love, and with the power of Christ’s healing presence, that Your bountiful goodness 
may be their source of comfort, strength and joy.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Faithful Departed 
O Loving Father, Source of all life, please accompany Your servants, listed here, from this earth, 
to the Kingdom of heavenly peace, rest and eternal life that You have prepared for us.  Forgive 
any sins that have been committed, and welcome these departed souls into the joyful embrace 
of Your never-ending love.  Amen

 
Pray for our Deceased Brothers 

 
Let us remember and pray for our Brothers that are no 
longer with us, Norman Mugford, Paul Przybysz, 
Richard Rentz, Gus Simms, Mel Vevera, Rev. Francis 
Zammit and also our former District Deputy Paul 
Gloekler, and our founder Hank Kesselring. May our 
Lord welcome them home. 
 
 

 
 
 
Pray for Vocations 
 
    “The way Jesus shows you is not easy. Rather, it is like a path winding up a mountain. 
     Do not lose heart! The steeper the road, the faster it rises towards ever wider horizons.” 

St. John Paul II 
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The 

Korona 
St. Mary’s Council 11961 

Website: www.council11961.org  
 

APRIL 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity 

Unity 

Fraternity 

Offer a Catholic gentleman the 
GIFT of becoming a Knight. 

Please use the e-membership 

function on KOFC.ORG/JOINUS 

about:blank

